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It is therefore to be deprecated that Professor Bastable should
not have pre-empted the phrase for English scientific use.
Sooner or later we shall hare to conform to the usage of the
French and the Italians.

The introductory chapter on the history of the science
gives a clear picture of the main lines of development. Some
mention might, perhaps, have been made of the discussions in
mediaeval Florence, which in some points foreshadow modern
doctrines. Moreover, if a fuller history of the science in
England is ever written, attention will have to be paid to
writers to whom may be traced much of what is to-day cur-
rent coin in fiscal discussions. To speak only of nineteenth-
century authors, Frencl, Craig, Buchanan, Buckingham and
Sayer will be able to hold their own with many of the Ger-
man writers whom their compatriots delight to honor.

An important point in which the volume differs from some
others is the inclusion of the subject of public expenditures.
It is a difficult and delicate task rightly to proportion the
space to be devoted to this topic in a work on finance.
From one point of view public expenditure is simply adminis-
tration : from another point of view it is political economy in
the original sense of the term. How far government should
assume definite functions Is a problem of economic politics;
in what manner it should actually carry on these functions
is a problem of administration. Yet almost every political
or administrative act involves some outlay, and is in so far a
fit subject for discussion in systematic works on finance.
Professor Bastable, in dealing with this branch of his work,
has avoided on the one hand unsuitable details, and on the
other mere commonplaces.

It is in the next three books that are to be found most of the
controverted doctrines, and it is naturally here that the critic
will be apt to take issue with the author. Professor Bastable
first takes up the classification of public revenues. He sees
the inadequacy of the older continental division into taxes
and lucrative prerogatives (regalia) and correctly relegates
the latter class to the limbo of ilberwundener Standpunkte.